FADE | N
EXT. H GAMAY - DAY

1949. G| derricks drill the flat Texas earth. The rigs GROAN
and CLANK as they probe for crude.

EXT. H GHWAY - DAY
Bus novi ng.
SPLAT.

A bus tire hits a pot hole on the road, splattering greasy
wat er .

I NT. BUS

EDDI E TIPTON, 18, in jeans, t-shirt and sneakers, stares out
t he open wi ndow.

EDDI E
Mom this place snells Iike skunk
oil.

Eddi e' s nother, CATHERI NE, 40s, sits beside himwearing a
ni ce dress, oxford shoes, hat and gl oves.

CATHERI NE

Eddi e, get your face out of that
wi ndow. A bug will fly into your
nmout h.

EXT. THE ROAD

Bus rattles past a city limts sign.

Farr Point, Texas - Pop: 1826

EXT. DOMTOMN - DAY

A few shops - grocery store, dry cleaner, courthouse, post
of fice.

The bus SQUEALS to a stop, weary passengers get off.

Eddi e and his nom step off the bus, scarred suitcases in
hand. They nove to the front of Hall's G ocery Store.

HALL' S GROCERI ES
Eddi e and Catherine survey the little town.

FRED HALL, 50, dashes fromthe grocery store. He ains a bone
saw at the skies and fires imaginary bullets.



FRED
Take that, ya damm Japs. That's for
Pear| Harbor! Pow, pow, pow, pow,
pow.

Fred's wife, FRIEDA HALL, 50, rushes fromthe store, grabs
Fred and haul s hi m back i nside.

Eddi e and Cat heri ne exchange a | ook.

EDDI E
So, where's our place?

NED (O S.)
Scuze ne.

They turn to see NED COTTON, about 50. The ol der Bl ack man
has a scar on his neck.

CATHERI NE
Yes?

NED
Ma'am are you M zz. Tipton?

CATHERI NE
Wiy, yes! Thank-you. |'m Catherine
Tipton, and this is ny son, Eddie.

NED
I"m Ned Cotton. M zz Paget sent ne.

Ned and Eddi e exchange a grin.
TRUCK MOVI NG

Ned steers his old green pickup truck, Catherine in the
passenger seat. She snokes a cigarette, her armoutside the
truck's w ndow.

Eddi e, seated on the suitcases, bounces about in the truck's
bed.

STREET
A lake in the distance.
EDDI E
(Cranes hi s neck)
Sonet hi ng out there.

Eddi e sees an oil flare pipe in the distance, an orange flane
flickers at its top



NED
(Shouts out his w ndow.)
M. Eddie, that water you | ooking at
is Christo Lake. Maybe | take you
fishing there one day.

EDDI E
Not that. Way out there. A flane. An
orange fl ane.

NED

Aw, that's just a flare pipe. It
burns off gas fromthemoil derricks.

Eddie is nesnerized by the faraway fl are.
EXT. THE PAGET HOVE - DAY

An inpressive two-story house. Further up the driveway a red
Cadillac gleans in the sunlight.

Ned's truck pulls into the driveway, stops.

Cat herine steps from her hone. Eddi e grabs suitcases and
junmps to the ground.

FAYE RUTH (O S.)
Wl |, there you are!

FAYE RUTH PAGET, shapely, about forty, parades toward them
She is dressed in tight jeans, colorful top, red cowboy boots.

CATHERI NE
Ms. Paget...?
FAYE RUTH
Lordy, call ne Faye Ruth. | can't

stand hi gh-brow tal k.
Cat heri ne shakes her hand but Faye Ruth prefers to hug.

CATHERI NE
Hel | o. ..

FAYE RUTH
You' re our new teacher, Catherine
Ti pton! Oh, and you nust be Eddi e.
What a cute high school senior

Big smle for Eddie.

EDDI E
Thank you, ma'am



FAYE RUTH
Cat herine, cone on inside and take a
| ook at your roons. Wuld you like a
little Jack Daniels bourbon? Maybe I
shoul dn't ask a school teacher

CATHERI NE
Just a Dr. Pepper, please.
EDDI E
"1l check out the back yard.
FAYE RUTH
What a good idea, Edward. | have a

darling fountain back there.

Faye Ruth takes Catherine's armand steers her to the front
door. The knocker in the shape of an oil derrick.

Eddi e noves down driveway.
CADI LLAC - DAY

Eddi e admi res the expensive car. H s hands caress the fins,
t he hood ornanent.

NED (O S.)
You |ike that fancy car, M. Eddie?

Eddie turns to see Ned trinmmng a hedge with clippers.
THE PACGET BACK YARD - DAY

As Eddi e noves to Ned he sees the fountain, a concrete donut
adorned with bronze frogs.

NED
Mghty ugly, ain't it?
EDDI E
Way frogs?
NED

Frog Petrol eum The nane of M zz
Paget's oil conpany.

EDDI E
Ah.

NED
(Beat)
You and your mana start schoo
t onorrow, yeah?



EDDI E
That's right.

NED
My daughter graduated coll ege.
Senfronia lives in Atl anta.

EDDI E
Senf roni a?
NED
M zz. Paget got her a scholarship to

col | ege.
Ned clicks a |l ozenge in his nouth.

NED ( CONT' D)
You want a Luden's?

EDDI E
Sur e.

Ned tosses his box of Luden's cough drops to Eddie.

NED
These Luden's tastes good.

EDDI E
Thanks, Ned.

Eddi e pops a | ozenge into his nouth.
| NT. THE PAGET HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Expensi vely decorated. Velvet chairs, plush sofa, Oiental
rugs, floor-1length drapes.

Voi ces froma doorway just off the room

FAYE RUTH (O S.)
What do you think?

CATHERINE (O S.)
Vell, it's small but nice. Eddie can
sl eep on the side porch

Porcelain frogs on mantle. Ceramic figures of lords and | adies
on tabl es and bookshel ves. A bar cart with |iquor bottles.

A staircase | eads to upstairs roons.
| NT. TI PTONS QUARTERS - DAY

Faye Ruth shows Catherine around. Bed, desk, chest of
drawers



6.

Catherine drinks a Dr. Pepper. Faye Ruth sips bourbon froma

crystal

gl ass.

FAYE RUTH
Look, | added a desk so you can grade
papers.

CATHERI NE
| see.

FAYE RUTH

Now, Catherine, you can use all of
downstairs and especially the kitchen,
naturally. But | ask that you stay

in your roons when | have one of ny
cocktail dinners.

CATHERI NE
Di nners...?
FAYE RUTH
You know, parties for mny circle.
CATHERI NE
Ah.
FAYE RUTH

Friends in the oil business. You'l
see.

Eddie wal ks in with suitcases.

CATHERI NE
Thank you, son.
FAYE RUTH
OCh! You call himson. That's so
ador abl e.
CATHERI NE
Thank you.
FAYE RUTH

Wul d you |like sone ice cream Edward?

Faye Ruth gives Eddi e her biggest smle.

EXT. FARR PO NT H GH SCHOOL - NEXT DAY

Ranmbl i ng stone buil ding. Concrete nascot of a panther.

Bi kes and cars parked in front. BELL RINGS



I NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

St udents nove to and from cl asses. Eddie |leans into his nonis
class room He gives her a wave.

| NT. CATHERI NE' S CLASSROOM - DAY
A teacher's desk faces student desks. A bl ackboard.

CATHERI NE
Everyt hi ng okay?

EDDI E
So far. You?

Cat heri ne shrugs.

CATHERI NE
| could use a cigarette.

EDDI E
Way not light up a Chesterfield in
the mddl e of class?

CATHERI NE
Char m ng.

She wites her name on the chal kboard: “Ms. Tipton English
| and I1”

| NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY
Eddi e wal ks, observes his fell ow students.
| NT. AUDI TORI UM ENTRANCE - DAY

Hand- | ettered sign: “MOVIE MONSTERS CLUB MEETI NG TODAY AFTER
SCHOOL” Eddi e studies the sign.

He turns to go to his next class and collides with REEN E
FONTENOT, a pretty student.

EDDI E
Ch. Sorry.

REENI E
Wat ch where you're going, city boy.

Eddi e gazes at Reenie as she glides away.
| NT. AUDI TORI UM - DAY

Bi g assenbly hall for school events. Rows of seats, stage.
Two students on stage in a nake-believe sword fight.



Eddi e sits and watches as LONNY and H LLYER kill each ot her
over and over.

H LLYER
You the school teacher's boy?
EDDI E
Yeah.
LON
You want us to put you out of your
m sery?
H LLYER

CGuillotine or crocodil e?

EDDI E
Take your pick.

Lon and Hillyer junp from stage, slouch in seats near Eddie.

H LLYER
I"'mH |lyer Ward. The zonbie next to
me is Lon.

LON
Bonj our .

H LLYER

Lon's an egghead. Half of what he
says | don't understand.

LON
You don't understand anyt hing,
si npl et on.

H LLYER
(To Eddie)
What's Dracul a based on?

EDDI E
VI ad, the inpaler.

Lon and Hillyer nod.

LON
Let's go have a peach Nehi

H LLYER
Lon knows how to get into the soft
drink machi ne w t hout paying.

EDDI E
Yeah?



H LLYER
Lon's a regul ar Sherl ock.

LON
You' re a ghoul .

H LLYER
Fr ankenst ei n.

LON
Dar k Scor pi on.

As the three boys anbl e away together, they stab one anot her
with invisible knives.

I NT. THE PAGET HOUSE KI TCHEN - N GHT

Vel | - equi pped kitchen with appliances, a table and chairs.
Pots and pans on the range.

Cat herine and Eddie at the kitchen table finish dinner.

CATHERI NE
| spoke with Superintendent Wl dron
t oday.

EDDI E
Yeah?

CATHERI NE
One col | ege schol arship is avail able
but you'll need to nake good grades
to qualify.

EDDI E
| can do that.

CATHERI NE
Conme on, son. | want you to go to
col | ege.

EDDI E

But my future is with the circus.

CATHERI NE
Hi | arious. Finish your neat | oaf.

EDDI E
What do you think of all her frogs?
Did you know she has a conpany call ed
Frog Petrol eunf

CATHERI NE
Son. | learned a secret today.
( MORE)



CATHERI NE ( CONT' D)
Ten years ago M. Law ence Paget was
nmur der ed.

EDDI E
Murdered? As in killed?

CATHERI NE
Qut near his oil field. People say
it was a crime of opportunity.

EDDI E
Shot gun? Kni fe?

CATHERI NE
He was beaten to death with a pipe.
Now don't nention this around Ms.

Paget. I1t'Il make her sad.
EDDI E
| can't say anything. I'll be riding

an el ephant in the circus.

CATHERI NE
So very, very funny. Eat your turnip
greens.

EDDI E
Mnd if | take a wal k?

CATHERI NE
Wher e?

EDDI E

Just around town. Check things out.

CATHERI NE
VWl |, be home by nine. W need to
get sone sl eep.

Eddi e pretends to cut his throat with a kitchen knife.

EDDI E
AUGCH

CATHERI NE
You' || put Bob Hope out of business.

EXT. MAIN STREET - N GHT

10.

Eddi e noves al one through the quiet town. He pauses in front

of the Rig

Theat er. Marquee: "KNOCK ON ANY DOOR -

HUMPHREY BOGART"

STARRI NG



11.
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